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LEADING THE WAY: Teachers le Smith, Pete Kmnaman. Rebecca Redding and Katlin Cauffman
are working to develop a new health sciences curncul um that will serve as a standard for the National

Consortium on Health Science and Technology Education. Meridian Medical Arts Charter High School
isone of seven U.S. schools working on the project.

Teachers help shape
health curriculum

Meridian charter
school approach
could become
national model

By Michelle Cork
Our Towns

‘What and how students at
Meridian Medical Arts Charter
High Schoollearn about bio-
ethics this month could be used
asamodel for other schools
throughout the country.

Four ofthe school’s15teachers
are developing anew health sci-
ences curriculum that will serve
asastandard for the National
Consortium on Health Science
and Technology Education.

Two educationexperts will vis-
it the school the week of Oct.10 to
observe the bio-ethics unit being
taught in classrooms. The lessons
will be available inready-made
packagestoschoolsin other states
— from public schools with desig-
nated health-care tracks of study
to private and magnet schools.

“It will be an outline of curricu-
lum that will meet some state stan-
dards —ifnot all state standards
— and certainly all national stan-
dards,” says social studies, psy-
chology and fitness teacher Pete
Kinnaman.

The team from the Medical Arts
Charter joined six others from
high schools in California, Utah,
New York, Illinois, Indiana and
South Carolinaina weeklong
institute in Utah this past August.

Eachteam drafted a curriculum
package on a different topic. Each
is “integrated.” In other words, it’s
designed to be used inmany sub-
jects. As anexample, Kinnaman
saysreading Lance Armstrong’s
book “It’s Not About the Bike: My
Journey Back to Life” for English
would openup adiscussionabout
cancer that could be continued in
chemistry class with a study of ra-
diation treatment.

“We try to have thematic units
where we're reinforcing the same
ideain multiple classes,” he says.

Katlin Cauffman teaches health
occupations. She says that while
the team’s work has national
scope, her students in Meridian
will benefit.

You're invited to Memory Walk

Meridian Medical Aris Charter
High School’s HOSA, or Health
Occupation Students of America,
club isorganizing the school to
participate in Memory Walk at
10a.m. Oct. 8 at Municipal Park
nearthe MK Nature Center in
Boise.

The 2.3-mile walk will ralse

moneyfor the Alzheimer's Associ-

ation. Towalk or to make adona-

tion, contact Katlin Cauffman at

the school at 855-4075.
Theclubis alsosellingteeth-

whiteningkits in conjunction with

Carl Stubblefield's Eagle Heights

Dental to raise money forclub .
duesand tosend its members to
state and national competitions.

Thecertificateis$75andin-

cludes a free office visit. Contact
- Cauffman for more information.

“It's comprehensive through all
of their classes so it's much more
in-depthand there’s more time
spentonit,” Cauffman says.

Science teacher RebeccaRed-
ding says the school was picked
by the state in partbecauseiit’s
already using some integrated
curricula.

Liz Smith was one of eight
teachers onacommittee that de-
signed the Medical Arts Charter.
Now the one who coordinates the
students’ internships and job
shadows, she says the team’s work
was agratifying reality check for
the now three-year-old school.

“Itreally confirmed that we are,
in fact, onthe right track and we’re
havingsuccesses,” she says.“As1
looked at the national programs
and at national standards, it was
allright there.”

Next the committee will
developa curriculum for aunit
ongenetic disorders.

HIPE Week

The school will have sever-
al assemblies and activities
to highlight the role Medical
Arts Charter students can
playin the future of health
care during Healthcare in
Partnership with Education
(HIPE) Recognition Week
Oct. 10-14.

Theschedule includesa
guest speaker talking about

therole of Alzheimer’s care
givers, a Health Occupation
Students of America quiz
_challenge and recognition of
- the school’s professional
partners with certificates
and root beer floats.






